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VOTING PREFERENCES IN STATE VIS.A-VIS NATIONAL ELECTIONS
UNDER A FEDERAL SYSTEM : A CASE STUDY OF HARYANA (INDIA)

RAMESH DUTTA DIKSHIT and VINOD SHARMA, Rohtak

AIISTRACT : Elections to the Regional and National legislatures under federal
political systems represent two somewhat parallel areas of political contest so that
it is expected that the nature of voting in the two sets of elections should be
qualitatively different. 'The 

precise nature o[ this difference has remained a

completely neglected theme in electoral geography. In this paper this problem has
been analyzed with reflerence to a case study ol Haryana (India). The result lends
supporttothehypothesis ofdifferential perception in votingbetweenthe two levels
ofelectoral contests, andunderlinesthatwhilein the case ofparliamentary elections
voting preferences may generally beinfluenced by secularconsiderations (so that
socio-economic lactors register higher explana tory values), in respect of elections
to the Regional Assemblies local level issues and social - cultural divisions in the
electoratetend to dominatevoting choice (sothatsocio-economic flactors register
lower explanatory values).

A special feature of the liberal democratic
process in the countries governed under t'ed-

eral constitutions relates to simultaneous
existence of two somewhat parallel areas of
electroal contest - one tbi the regional legis-
latures and the other lbr the national parlia-
ment. Since the governments at each of the

two levels are allotted dift'erent but very im-
portant sets of govedrnmental functions, and

since each level of government enjoys powers

tbr autonomous decision making (even though
the powers of the naiional legislature are more
equal than those of the legislative houses in
the constituent states), it is expected that elec-
toral preferences in voting in the elections to
the regional legislatures vis-a-vis those for the

national parliament may be considerably at
variance. Theprecise nature of thedifference
in electoral preference between the two sets

of elections has so farremained a completely

neglected area of electoral studies. This paper
is intended as a beginning in the direction of
fultilling this gap through a case study of a set
of eight different elections in Haryana (India)
- four for the state Assembly and four for the
Parliament.

THE STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

India is a federal democracy with autono-
mous slates functioning within an overall
constitutional set up guaranteed by the na-
tional government.Thus, thereare inlndia two
somewhat parallel and coordinate levelsof
political decision maing-one in each of the
constituent states and the other at the centre.
There are, therefore, two different sets of
electoral contests -one for the Vidhan Sabha
(the state Assemblies) to recruit political elites
to supervise and govern the affairs of the
respective states, and the other for the l"rk
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Sabha (the national Parliament) to recruit po-
litical el ites to supervise All-India Adminstra-
tion, arbitrate in interstate disputes, and 1o

look after the country's external security
and i nternational rela tionships.(Whe arel9 63,
Dikslrit 1975).

India's constitution has laid down a detailed
schemc of division of powers between the

centre and the statos.Under this scheme of
division of powerg, the states have power to
liante laws lbr governance in important tields
ol govcrnmental lunctioning includittg local
self'-govcrnment, public order, police, public
health and sanitation, communication and

transport.agriculture, rights over land (includ-
ing iand tenure and revenue on agricultural
land) lbrests, fisheries and mines, trade and
comnlcrce, taxes on agricultural income and

mineral rights, excise duties on specified goods,

and colle c:tirln of taxcs on entry of goods in
lclcal arcas, taxcs on ve hicles, luxuries, pro-
l'essions and advedrlisements (except news-
paper advcrtisements), and collection of surmp

duties on documents. The Union government
has wide-ranging powers of legisiation and

adnr in is tra tion, These incl ude del'encc, lbre ign
al'trirs, lbreign policy, banking, currcncy and

coinage, and all-India service systems (posts

and tclegraphs, communcations and transport
s1!:.). The Union Government also has powers
t0 collect taxes on most of the more important
sources of revenue (e.8., custom duties, cor-
poralion taxcs, capital value assets, receipts
tiom railways, posts and telegraph, broaclcast-

ing, and industrial and commercial undcrtak-
ings of the central government (Basu, 1982,
pp.273-318). The widc-ranging powers of
the c:entral government havc made India's
political system a kind of unitary federalism
so that while the states enjoy substantial au-

tonomy of action and control subsurntial sources

of rcvenue, the Constitution has clearly laid
down that inmatters pcrtaining to centre-state

relations the centre is more equal than the
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stirtcs (Basu,1982, p. 42; Dikshit, 1975, pp.
118-120; Sawer, 1969,pp.46-47). The latter
may, in times of emergency, be fully subordi-
nated by the centre.

In view of this overall political-administrative
set up the day to day life of the country's
inhabitants is influencedby two sets of politi-
cal authorities-regional and federal - function-
ing simultaneously and in an enmeshed fash-

ion (Dikshiq 1975, Chap. L See also Andedrsoq
1960; Livingston, 1968; Vile 1961and Elazar
1964). Under these conclitions, it is logical to
expcct that the electorate should be guided by
diflcrent sets of intcrests, objectives and ex-
pectations while casting votes for selecting
members crf the state Assembly vis-a-vis the

selection of representatives to the national
parliament. While in respect of the Vidhan
Sabha elections the voter may often times
prcl'er tro cast his vote in tavour of a political
party or pressure group that in his view is

likely to be more etlective in protecting the

state's perceived regional interesls, at the time
of exercising franchise for the Lok Sahha

elcctions an enlightened electorate may oltcn
tirncs be motivated to givc prefcrcnce to an all-
India party having a proven track record, one
that can enforce rule clf law and contribute tcr

thc maintenance of economic stability and
national security, and one that can ensurc

favourable foreign policy orientation more
conducive to national growth and prosperity.
Undcr the conditions imposed by the coun-
try's tbderal political structure it is logical to
expcct that while the clcctorate may favour
a regional party (having a reasonable image
for clTiciency) in elections to the Vitlhan Sabha,

i6 vote in the LokSabha electiclns may often
tinrcs go in favourof anall-lndia party having
the pret'erred national pcrspcctive and pos-

sessing a viable all-India support base, since
only such a party can have a fair chance of
heading the national government (or at least tcl

function as a formidable opposition).
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VOTING PREFEI{ENCIIS IN STATE \{S.A-VIS NATIONAI- ELECTIONS.

THE N{ETHOD OF APPROACH

Since the objective of this paper is to

present a comparative analysis of electoralbe-

haviour in the statc-level (Assembly) elec-

tions vis-a-r,is all-India electit-xs for the ita-

tional parliamcnt, for thc purposes of this

analysis only such elections are meaningful
that were held simultaneously both for the

state Assembly as well as the Parliament,

since only in such cases can valid compari-
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List of Selected Socio-Economic Variables

- Density of Population
- Urban Population

- Sex-Ratio

- Scheduled Caste Population
- Literate Population

- Percent Workers to Total Population
- Agricultural Workers

- Agricultural l:bourers
- Workers engaged in Manufacturing and construction

- Workers engaged in Other Activities\
- Net Area Sown

- Percent Irrigated Arca

- Percent Hindu Population

- Pcrcent Sikh Population

- Percent Muslim Population
- Number of Tractors per thousand Agriculturists.
- Number of Tubewells per thousand Agriculturists
- Size of Land Holdings 0 to 5 Acres as Percentage of number

land holdings

- Size of land holdings 5 to 10 acres as Percentage of the total

number of holdings

- Size of Land Holdings larger than 10 Acres as percentage of
the total number of holding.

- Use of Fertilizers per hundred acres.

Table l.

1.

2.

J.

4.

5.

6.

7.

B.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

t4.
15.

16.

17.

18.

DENP

URBP

SEXR

SCPO

LIPO

PEWP

AGWO

AGLA
WOMC
wooA
NEAS

PEIA
PEHP

PESP

PEMP

NTTA
NTUA
SSLH

79 MSLH

20. I-SLH

21 UFHA

sons in electoral ecology between the state

and national levels be made.There is a diffi-
culty, however. Elections to the Vidhan Sabhas

and the LokSabhaare no longer linked. Thus,
with a view to meet the conditionof simulta-
neity we have paired even such Assembly and
parliamentzrry elections which, though not held
simultaneously, were held at a relatively short
interval of time, providcd in the course of the

intervening period the overall political and'
economicclimate had remained substantially
stable. This study is theretorercstricted tothe
lbllowing four pairs of elections : '

(i) 1967 Assembly and 1967 P arliamentary
Elections;

(ii) l97Z Assembly and 1971Paraliamen-
tary Elections;

(iii) 1977 Assembly and 1977 Parliamen-
tary Elections; and

(iv) 1982 Assembly and 1980 Parliamen-
tary elections.

The study is confined to examination of
dift'erential electoral behaviour in respect of
the single most importantpolitical party (and
the only constant ) of the Haryana electoral
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scene , i.e., the Indian National Congress
(later the Congress-I). Electoral performance
of theparty foreachof the two setsof electoral
contests has been analyzed with a view:

i) to identifying the main areas of the
party's electoral suppor!

ii) to assess as to what extent the party's
electoral suport is regionally concen-
trated or unitbrmally spread;

iii) to delermine the degree to which areal

distribution of the party's electoral
suport is consistent over time.

The patterns so identificd have been explained
in relation to a sclected set of 20 socio-
economic variables (Table 1) which have

been factor analyzed and grouped into socio-
economic contexts of signiticantly interre-
lated variables. This has been accomplished
by measuring thc degree to which the

relevant socio-economic contexts had ex-
plained spatial variations in the levels of vot-
ing in support of the Congress party.

With a view to taciliuare interprctation of the

contexts, tactors having eigen-values higher
than unity have been rotated to normal vari-
max position.Each oI thc variables has a load-
ing on each of the factors. the loading is in the

tbrm of correlation co-etficient which indi-
cates the degree of association between the

givcn variable and the rolevant factor. Higher
the loading, the higher is the degree of asso-

ciationbetween the two. Anegative loading,
on the other hand, indicates inverse relation-
ship between the variable and the relevant
lactor.
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together explain only 8 per cent variance) have
been dropped out of consideration in the
discussion that follows.Table 2 shows the
rotated factor matrix for each of the 2l
variables.The first factor is named the "Urban
Developmental context." It explains 29 per
cent variation in the data set. Variables
showing high popitive loading on this factor
are :

Literate Population (LIPO) + 0.8'24

Workers engaged in other

activities (WOO,{) + 0.910

Dcnsity of Population (DENP) + 0.519

Urban Population (URBP) + 0.650

As contrasted to the above, the agricultural
workers (AGWO) variable and the net area

sown variable (NEAS) have recorded high
negative values of -0.901-, and -O.604 respec-
tively.

The second factor, called the "Farm Size
Context", has explained 15.30 per cent
variance in the data. Only the following two
yariables have recorded high positive loadings
on this factor.

Size of land holdings between

5 to 10 acres (MSLH) + 0.938

Size of land holdings larger

tharr 10 acres (LSLH) + 0.749

The "small size Iand holdings" (holdings less

than 5 acres in size) variable has recorded a

high negative loading of. -0.921.

Thc third factor, called the"Agricultural De-

velopmental Context", has explaine d 12.3 per

cent variance in the data. The following fac-
tors show significant positive loadings on this
tactor : Use of fertilizcrs (UPHA) + 0.955

Nunrber of tractors per thousand

Agriculturists (NTIA) + 0.936

pcrcent irrigated area (PEIA) + 0.584

Agricultural labourers (AGLA) + 0.489

FACTORIAL ECOLOGY OF
IIARYANA

The principal axes tactor analysis has yielded

eight rotated factors. These together explain
85.8 per cent variation in the data set. Six of
thesc lzrctors alone explain 78 per cent vari-
ance. As sucb the remaining two titcLcrs (which
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Table 2.
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Rotated Factor Matrix for the

Selected Socio-econonric variables

S. No. Variables Factors

I l u IV V VI

1.

2.

J.

4.

5.

6.

7.
().

10.

11.

12.

lJ.
14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

t9.
20.

21,

DENP

URBP

SEXR

SCPO

LIPO
PEWP

AGWO
WOMC

wooA
NEAS

PEIA
PEHP
PESP

PEMP

NTTA
NTUA
SSLH

MSLH
LSLH
UFHA

.51909

.65011

.82498

*.90115

.91096

-.60413

.98337

92573

.93866

.74922

58420

-.93621

92153

95574

-.91431
.88656

Table 3.

Corrclation Matrix Showing Relntionshills hctween the Six Contexts

Contcxts I Il III IV V VII

I

II

m

IV
V

VI

Urban Dcveloprncntal

Farm-Size

Agricultural Dvelopmental

Religious

Sex Ratio.

Schcduled Castc Population

1.000

-.6632

-.1545

.2982

2641.

-.5300

1.000

.1852

-,6045

-.1059
.5752

1.000

-.4091

-.4890
.?110

1.000

.479

*.6:;98

1.000

-..'!.) 1",000
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The tburth tactor, callcd the "Religious Con-
text", explains 8.8 per cent variance in the

data. On tliis factor while the "percent Sikh
population" (PESP) viable shows a high positive

loading ol +0.886; thc " percent Hindu popula-

tion" (PEHP) shows ir s Lrong ncgative loirling
ol -0.914.

The fillh lactor, crrllcd thc"Sex Ratio
Context",explains 7.i pcr ccnt','ariance in the

daa.Only thc "sex ratio"variablc (SEXR) loads

on this lactor, the loacling bcing + 0.983. The
sixth lrrctor, called thc "Scheduled Caste

Context", explains 5 pcr cent variancc, Only
onc variable - schedulcd ctt^ste gnpulation shows

a loading on this tactor, thc valuc being +0.925.

Table 3 -dcpicts thc correlatii:n matrix show-
ing inter-factor relationships between the six
socio-economic contexts. From this table we

note that the urban Dovelopmental Context
has a strong negative relationship with the

farm Size Context as w'cll as the Agricultural
dcvelopment Context. 'Ihc rcason is obviclus

: as the dcgrec o[ urtranization and industriali-
zation incrcases thc sizc ol land hotdings

decreases. Although thc urtran dcvclopmcn-
tal context is positivcly related to the Rclig-
ious and the Sex-Ratirt contexts, the relatitln-
ship is rathcr weak. On the othcr hand, the

relationship between Urban Dcvelopmental
Context and the Scheduled Caste Context is

pronouncedly negative.

The Farm Size Context has a week positive
corelation with the Agricultural Devclopmcnt
context but a fairly strong positive correlation
with thc Scheduled Cflstc Context. The cor-
relation bctween the Fitrm Sizc Contcxt and

the Religious Contcxt is strtlngly negative,
whilo its rclationship with thc Sex-Ratio
Contcxt is u'citkly nc'girtive.

The Agric:ultural Dcvclopmental Context is

tairly negatively corrclated with both the

Religious and the Sex-Ratio contexts, but its

relationship u,ith the Schcduled Caste cclntext

is stronely posilive.

s7

COMPARATIVE ECOLOGY OF
CoNGRESS IN ASSEMBLY VIS-A-VIS
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS :

Ever since the birth of Haryana as a separate

state in 1967, the Indian National Congress

has been the most dominant political party in
thc state,,Congress had ruled Haryana without
a break from 1967 lo 1977. It had lost the
electoral battle (rather badly) to the opposi-
tion combine, tloated under the banner of the

Janata Party in the 1977 election following
revocationof the national emergency imposed
by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

Howcver, the party bounced back to power
soon thereafter following its victory in the

1980 parliamentary election inHaryana held
in 1982and had ruletl thes[ate for the full term
encling in 1987. Being the party of the struggle
for national tieedom under the stewardship
of Mahatma Ganrlhi, the Congress party in
India has remained parto[the common man's
political conscience for far too long a pcriod to
be assailed easily; it may be down but can
ncvcrbcr:ut. This historical legacy has made

the Congrcss party a mass based aggregative
party which draws electoral support from
evcry caste, community, and linguistic-rclig-
ious trroup-a]beit in varying degrees at dift'er-
ent times (Wcincr 1989, Chap.7).

1967 Assentbly vis-a-vis 1967 Parliametxtary
Elac'tion

In thc 1967Assembly elcctiion in Haryana the

Congress party had contested all the 81 seats

and had pollcd, on an average, 41.48 percent

votes perscat. Inter-constituency variation in
thc tfarty's vote had ranse d bctwecn 22.97 and

65.96 pcrcenl.In 13 constiluencics it-s voti,
sharc had been lou,e r than 30 pcrccltt. In a total
numbm of 21 constituencies the party had

pollcd above 50 percent vote; in only two of
thcse the party's vote share was above 60

pcrccnt. Standard dcviation in the distribu-
tiion of the party's \,olc wilri 10.31 pcrcent
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PLg.2

whereas the coelficient of variation in the

distribution of the party's vote stood at 23.77
percent. This indicated considerable areal
variation in the spatial parrern of eleckrral

TRANSACTIONS OtT'IIIE INSTITUTE OF INDIAN OF GEOGRAPTIERS

Prequene', Dlstribution of Percentrgea of Votea
Polled by the CongreBs Party in Asseobly vis-a-vLe
Parliarnentary Blectl.ons in Earyana.

support for the party (Fig.2).

In the 1967 parliamentary election the Con-
gress party hadconstested all theseats,and
had won the election in Haryana polling on
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an average 43.3 percent vote per Assembly
segment. lnter-assembly segmentvariation in
the party's vote ranged between 22.07 and
62.40 percent. In a total number of 35 Assem-
bly segments the party had polled above 50
percent vote (in three of these the party's vote
share was higher than 60 percent). Only in 13

Assembly segments the party's vote share was

lower than 30 percent. Standard deviation of
the party's vote distribution was 11.13 per-

cent; and the coefllcient of variation 25.7
percent, indicating considerable variation in
the spatial pattern of electoral suport tbr the
party.

A comparative view of spatial patterns of
support for the congress party in the assem-

bly vis-a-vis the Parliamentary elections of
1967 (Fig.3) shows that the areal distribution
of electoral support in the two ses of elections
were considerably at variance. In the parlia-
mentary election while the party got high to
very high support in western, e4stern, and

central pars of Haryana, in the northern and

southern parts of the state the electorate was

much less enthusiastic in its support for the
party.In the Assembly election the spatial
patternof electoralsupport tbr the party was

notas well defined. The constituencies record-
ing high as well as low suport for the party
were randomly distributed across the length
and breadth of the state. Contrasts between
the spatial patterns of electoral support be-

tween the two sets of clcctions were, however,

clearly visible: in the north wheras Ambala
city, Ambala Cantt. and the Central parts o[
Ambala district had given high suport to the

Congress party in the Assembly election, in
the parliamentary election the degree of sup-

port tbr the party in this region was of a much
lower ordcr. Likewisc, wheras the eastern
parts of Rohtak district (bordering on the

national capital on thc west) had recordcd
high to very high support for the party in the

parliamenuary contest, in the Assembly elec-
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tion electoral support for the party in this
region was of a much lower order. The dis-
trics of Kurukshetra and Karnal lying outside
the core Jatregion (see Fig.1) had given high
support for the Congress party in the parlia-
mentary election; in the Assembly elcction,
however, several ofthese constituencies gave
low electoral support to the party. Except for
areas in the Bhiwani district and a few isolated
constituencies elsewhere, the Jat belt had in
gencral, been indifferentto the Congressparty
in the Assembly contest. The picture was
very different in the parliamentary contest.
This timeall the dift'erentAssembly segments
bordering on Delhi recorded very high sup-
port for the Congress Party. However, elec-
toral support for the party had considerably
lowered down in the Bhiwani region. In the
parliamentary election the C-ongress party had
pollcd reasonably well in the Ahirwal region
(settled by the prosperous community of Ahirs
cr Yadavas and comprising the whold of
Mohindrgarh district and parts of Gurgaon)
but the Meo Muslim dominated region in the

districts of Gurgaon and Faridabad had by
and large rejected the Congress party. The
picture had been very different in the Assem-
bly contest in which several constituencies in
the Meo region had recorded high !o very
high support in tavour of the Congress party.
Only in the Assembly segmens in western
Haryana comprising the districs of Sirsa and

Hissar, and in the Nanvana Tehsil of Jind,

were the patterns of support forthe Congress
party in the two sets of electoral contests
largcly similar.

The well defined paterns of electoral support
tbr the Congress party in the parliamentary
contest, and the absence of any clearly defined
spatial pattern of support in the Assembly
contest may, in part, be accounted for by the

tact that in the case of the recruitment of
representatives for the state legislature, caste

alliliation and other local/ regionai interests
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and conflicts play a more pronounced role
in intluencing voting clroices.This would ot'-
ten times lead to considerable ditferences in
the patterns of voting even between such
constituencies whosc political and economic
characteristics are similar. Differences in cmte
and sub caste composition may quite often
become the critical elcment in voter choice.To
take an example, Beri and Bahadurgarh con-
stituencies of Rohurk district (a most impor-
tant component of the core Jat region) had
given very high support to the Congress
party in the 1967Assembly electionwhereas
the adjacent constituenc:y of Jhajjar in the

same clistrict, having almost similar socio-
economic base, had given very low elecotral
suport to the party. The position was entirely
dift-erent in the parliamcntary contest-this time
all the three constituencies had'voted over-
whelmingly in support of the Congress party.

Explanali<trt

R2 values of the regrcssion exercise in respect
of the six difterent contexts and the combined
context of all the six ol'them (significant at
0.01 level) are as tbllows:

61

for the 1967 Assemblyelection and 32.5per
cent tbr the 1967 parliamentary contestwould
indicate that, on the whole, socio-economic
factors had exerted a more decisive influence
on voting preferences in the election to the
parliament than was the case in respect of the
Assemby contest.

1972 Assembly Election vis-a-vis 1971 Par-
liamentary Election

ln the 1972 Assembly election the Congress
party had registered a significant increase in
its vote share. The party's average vote share
per seat had risen to 47.92 per cent. This was
in line with the general trend across the coun-
try tbllowing the immense popularity that had

accrued to Mrs Indira Gandhi for her positive
rolc in the liberationof Bangladesh. This time
again the Congress had contested election in
all the 81 Assembly segments. Inter-consistu-
ency variation in the party's vote share had
ranged between 26.03 and 79.58. In a total
number of 33 constituencies the party had
pollcd over 50 per cent vote - in 7 constituen-
cics the party's vote share was above 60 per
cent (in two of these the vote share was over

x1 x' x3 x4 xs x6 X'-u

Assembly Election

Parliamentary

Election

0.000

0.020

0.043

0.170

0.003

0.075

0.000

0.005

0.000

0.000

0.031

0.o97

0.093

4325

As the above figures show, excepting the farm
size context (X") in the Parliamentary elec-
ticln, nclne of the other I'ive contexts had dis-
played any signiticant role in intluencing pret'-

erences in voting in support of the Con-
grparty. This was largely owing to the aggre-
gative nature of the Congress which, as a gen-

eral rule, draws support tiom all sections of
society even though thcactual complexion of
this support may vary liom election to elec-
tion (Dikshit and Sharmal9S2; Brass 1966,

197 5).Theoverall explanation of 9.3 percent

T0percent). Only in 4constituencies hadthe
party polled less than 30 per cent vote. Stan-
dard deviation in the distribution of the party's
vote was 10.08 per cent and the coefficient of
variation 21.03 per cent.This indicated con-
sidcrable spatial variation in the intensity of
electoral support tbr the party.

In the parliamentary election of 1971 the
Congress party's average vote share per As-
sembly segment had risen to 51.67 per cent.

Intcr-Assembly segmentvariation in the party's
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vote share had ranged between 40.Land74.20
per cent. In as many as L4 Assembly segments

the party's vote share had beenabove 60 per
cent (in tive of these above 70 per cent). In
only 14 Assemblysegments the party's vote
share was less than 50 per cent. Standard

deviation in the party's vote was 8.93 per

cent, and coefficient of variation 17.28 per

cent. Owing to Mrs,Indira Gandhi's unpre-
cendented popularity spatial variation in the

distribution of electoral support for the Cgress
party had now been substantially reduced.

Acomparative view of spatial variations in the

intensity of voting in support of Congress in
1972 Assembly vis-a-vis the l97L parliamen-
tary contest (Fig. a) revcals the lack of congru-
ence in the overall patterns even though,
unlike in the case of the preceding pair of the

1967 elections, this time there was absen-

cofany great contrasts between the distribu-
tion patterns for the two contests. Thc party
had beenwidely supported all ou"t1l,,ryana
in both the contests so that in each of them the

average vote share of the party per Assembly
segment was above 40 percent.

Explanatiou

R2 values of the regression exercise in respect

of the electoral performance of the Congress

party in the two sets of elections on the six
differentcontexts and the combinedcontext
of all the six of them (significant at 0.01 level)
were as tollows :

TRANSACTIONS OF THE INSTITUTE OF INDIAN OF GEOGRAPHERS

order, though as contrasted to the position
obtaining in the earlier pair of elections this
time the level of explanation was higher inthe
Assembly election than in the parliamentary
one.Though there is no plausible explanation
for the reversal of the trend, in a general sense

owing to the strong sympathy wave blowing
in favour of the congress party at that time,
local factors had become by and large of little
consequense in influencing voting preferences

of the electorate.The normal pattern of diff'er-
entiation in voting choice between the Asem-
bly vis-a-vis the parliamentary contest had,

therefore, got blurred.

1977 Assembly vis---+is 1977 Parliamentary
Election

In the 1977 Assembly election the Congress
party had contested only 83 seats out of the

increased tohl of 90, The party's average vote

share pelseatnowwas reduced to an all-time
low of 18.65 percerit. Inter-constituency Vari

'ation in the party's vote share now ranged

between 2.54 and 44.7 percent. In two con-

stituencies only had theparty polled more than

40 percent vote, and in as many as 49 constitu-
encies its vote share had been less than 20
percent. Standard deviation in the distribution
of the party's vote was L0.39 percent, and

coefficient of variation 55.71 percent-each

being higher than in any of the earlier elec-

tions in the state.

x1 x2 x3 x4 xs x6 Xr_u

L972 Assembly Election 0.001 0.063 0.084 . 0.056 0.001 0.015 0-222

1971 Parliamentary

Election

0.015 0.017 0.025 0.002 0.011 0.044 0.158

As the above tiguresshow,ineachofthe two
elections the explanatory strength of all the

six tactors taken togcther was again of a low

In tlie L977 parliamentary election the Con-

grcss party had contested 9 out of the total
numberof 10 parliamentary seas. The party
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had polled an average vote share of 20.05

percent per Assembly segment (as contrasted

to 51.67 percent per segmcnt in 1971). lnter-
Assembly segment variation in votes polled

TRANSAC]TIONS OF TIIIT INSTITUTE OF INDIAN OF CEOGRAPIIERS

Congress party on the six different contexls
and the combined context of the six of them
were as tbllows:

x1 x" X., x4 xs x6 Xr-u

Assembly Election

Parl iamentary Election

0.106

0.015

0.031

0.215

0.031

0.001

0.034

0.229

0.000

0.000

0.030

0.t23

0.3t7

0.3(r0

by the party now ranged between 6.87 and

54.62 percent. Only in two Assembly seg-

ments had the party polled more than 50 per-

cent vote whcras in as many as 45 Asscmbly
segmenls its votes share was less than 20

p"i..nr insixof these less than L0 perccnt.

Standard deviation in the distributiion ol the

party's vote share was 17.8 percent and coet-
ficient of variation 35.6 percent each bcing
significantly higher than in any previous

election.This underlined the cclnccntration of
electoral support tbr thc party in a few isolated
pockets.
A compiuative view o[ the maps (Fig.s) shorving

spatial patterns of intcnsity in voting in titvour
of the Congrcss party ilt the two different scts

of electoral contcsts in 1,977 reveals that de-

spite dift'ercnce in the spatial patterns o[ vot-
ing between the two scts of electoral contests

observed in several Assembly segments, the

overall pattern of vclting in the two elections

wzrs more or less similar.This is quite under-

standable in the contoxt of the strong anti-

Congresswaveblowing in whole of Haryana

at the time of this immediate post-emergency

election. As had bccn the case at the time of
the pro-Congress wave in 1971-1972 elcc-

tions, this time also the intensity of the revcrse
rvave had contributcd to blur the local and

regional iulluences in voting: It was anti-
Congressism all ovcr, both in the Assembly as

well as the parliamentitry contest.

Explanatiorz

Rr values of electoral perlormance of thc

Except for the Farm size and the Regions
contexts (Factors 2 and 4) in the parliamen-
tirry clection, none of the factors had recorded
high explanalory valuc in the spatial vari-
ation in intensity of voling in lavour of the

Congress party. The total explanation offered
by the combined int-luence of the selected set

ol sclcio-economic variables was 36 percent in
thc parliamentary election and 31.7percent in

.thc Assembly one.The dift'erencc bcwteen the

two valucs is hardly significant but it does

undcrline the general trend toward secular

factors exerc-ising greater intluence in guid-
inu voter pcrferences in the parliamentary
corltcsts vis-a-vis the Assembly ones.

lgti2Assentbly and 1980 Parliamentary Elec-
tion

In the 1982 Assembly election tho Congress
party had contested all the seas and it had

won theelection polling anaveragevoteshare
t:tf 37.36 percent per scat.Inter constituency

range of the perccntitge share of votes had

ranged betwcen 16.29 and 60.83 pcrcent. Only

in 9 constituencies hac! the party polled more

than 50 percent votc and in as many as 20

constituencics thc party's vote sharewas less

than 30 percent. Standard dcviation in thc

distribution of electoral suport for the party
was 9.97 percent, and the co-efficient of
variation 27.81 percent. This undcrlined con-

siclcrable variation in spatial distribution in
thc intcnsity of electoral support for the

Congress party.

In the 1980 parliamcntary clection (hcld af&r



VOTING PI(llFEltENCliS I N STATE VIS-A-\,I S NA"IIONAI. I1l _ECI'I ONS.. 65

ln

E-
o
6

o

8
I

Is
6

888?"+
llt388

tffiffiN

u3.
t< 6=

3R
go-
NFG,du
xiDZ

-t

\L
Ol

q'
Q
tr
al{
5e
Etita

N}\o
c'
-o\o
alq
\b
Qa
EE

E
c.

\

$f

$Es

.fi$i
S*s
q3t

-$$
\

a

)



66

the collapse of the Janata Party Government
atthe centre) the Congress party had contested

all the seats. Its average vote share per Assem-

bly segmentwas 32.28 per cent.Inter-segment

range in the party's vote share had varied

TRANSACTIONS OF TI.IE INSTITUTE OF INDIAN OF GEOGRAPHERS

Explanation

R2 values of electoral performance of the

Congress Party in the 1982 Assembly and

1980 parliamentary elections were as follows

x1 x2 . x3 x4 x5 x6 Xr_u

Assembly Election

Parliamentary Election

0.000

0.001

0.060

0.003

0.008

0.082

0.008

0.023

0.038

0.1 11

0.001

0.005

0.151

0.2t5

between 13.64and58.93per cent. In atotal
number of 20 Assembly segmens the party's
vote share was above 40 per cent and only 8

of these had given the party more than 50

percent vote. In L3 Assembly segments the

party's vote share was less than 20 per cent.

Standard deviation in spatial distribution of
the party's vote was 11.89 per cent and co-
efticient of variation 34.32 per cent. This
underlined considerable spatial variation in
the intensity of electoral support forthe party.

A comparative view of the maps (Fig. 6)

showing distribution of intensity in voting in
lavour of the congress party in the 1982

Assembly election vis-a-vis the parliamen-

tary contest of 1980 reveals considerable
disparity in Assembly-segmentwise patterns

of support between the two sets of electclral

contests. While in the parliamentary election
the whole of northern region of Haryana had

given enthusiastic support to the Congress

Party, the electorate had been much less

enthusiastic toward the party in the Assembly
election held two years later. The same was

the case in the Meo-dominated region in the

southeast as also in the whole of the Bhiwani
region in the Western tlank of Haryana's Jat

belt. Only in the case of northwestern Haryana
comprising Sirsa and Hissar, on the one

hand, and the Ahirwal region of Mohinder-
garh district and pars of Gurgaon district in
thesouth,on the othcr, were thepatterns tbr
the Assembly and the Parliamentary elec-

tions generally similar.

The results show that none of the six contexts
had high explanatory value in respect of
variation in intensity ofelectoralsupportfor
the Congress Party. However, in line with the

general trend in the past, the level of expla-
nation was higher inrespectof theparliamen-
tary election (21.5 per cent) than in the As-
sembly one (15.1per cent).

SUUNTANY AND CONCLUSION

Regression of Congress vote share percent-

ages over the six dift-erent socio-economic
contexts and the combined context of all the

six of them for eachof the two sets of electoral

contests held between 1967 lo 1982 has

yielded the following equations (Table  ).

A close scrutiny of the R2 values in Table 4
reveals lack of consistent relationship between

congress voting and the different individual
contexts. A brief statement on each of the

contexts is therefore in order.

(1) The urban development context (X,) and

a loading of less than 0.2onsevenoccasions
out of eight: only in respect of the L977

Assembly electionwas the explanatory value

o f this.context a I ittle higher than ten per cent.

this shows that urbanization and other para-

mcters of development do not exert any sig-

nilicant influence on intensity of electoral
support in favour of the Congress party in
Haryana.

(2) There is also a general lack of consistency

in the relationship between Congress voting
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Table 4.

Regression ancl Multiple Regression Vahles of Congress Pertormance on

the Six Contexts ancl the Combined Context of all the Variables

Assembly Electiotts

x1 x2 x3 x4 xs x6 x7

1967

r972

1977 .
1967

0.000

0.001

0.106

0.000

0.043

0.063

0.031

0.060

0.003

0.084

0.031

0.008

0.003

0.056

0.034

0.008

0.004

0.001

0.000

0.038

0.031

0.015

0.030

0.000

0.093

a.422

0.3t7

0.151

P arl iarue ntary E le c t iorts

xrx.x.x ,l xs x6 x7

1967

L9'71

r9'77

1980

0.020

0.015

0.015

0.001

0.170

0.017

0.215

0.003

0.075

0.025

0.001

0.082

0.005

0.002

0.229

a.023

0.000

0.011

0.000

0.111

0.097

0.044

0.723

0.005

0.325

0.1 58

0.360

0.21"5

andthe Farm-Size contcxt(X,). While in the

lbur Assembly elections examined in our
analysis, theexplanatory valueof this ctlntext
had ranged between 3. L and 6.3 per ccnt, in
the respective set of lbur parliantentary con-

tests this value had ranged betwecn 0.3 per

cent in 11)80 and 21.5 per cent in 1.977. Only
in the parl iamentary cl cctions held in 1967 (17

pcr cent) anrt 1980 (21.5 per cent) the explana-

tory valuc of this context had been significant.
(3) The Agricultural clevelopmcntal context

(X.) had an explanatory tTalus ranging be-

tween zero per cent to 8.4 per cent in the

Assembly contests, and 0.8 to 8.2 per ccnt

in theparliamentary oncs. This undcrlinod the

absence o[ consistent relationship between

agricultural development and intensity ol' elcc-

toral support lbr the Congrcs party as also

absence of any signilicant relationship be-

tween the two.

(a) The position was more or lcss similar in

regard to the influence of the Religious
Context (Xr) on the inlensity of electoral
support for the Congress party. while in the

Asscmbly elections the explanatory value of
this context had varied between zero per ccnt
to 5.6 per cent, in the parliamenlary contests

thc explanatory values of this context had

ranged between 0.2percent in 1971 to22.9pet
ccnt in 1977.

(5) The explanatory value of the Scx Ratio

Context (Xr) in seven of the eight electoral
contests had ranged between zero percentand

3.8 per cent. Only in the l-980 parliamentary
elcction had the explanatory value of this

context bccn really significant (11.1 per cent).

(6) The explanatory value of the Scheduled

Caste Context (X), in six elections outof the

eight, had rangedbelween0.l per centand 4.4
pcr cent. Only in the parliamentary contests of
1967 and 1977 had the explanatory values of



VO'IING PI(ETJERENCLiS IN SIATE VIS-A.VIS NATIONAI- ELECTIONS...

this contcxt beensignificant. It had explained
9.7 per centvote variation in1967,and1,2.3
pcr cent in lc)77.Given the low explanatory
strengthof the individutrl contexts in explain-
ing spatial variations in intensity of electoral
support fbr the Congrcss Party, it is natural
that all the six socio-cconomic contexts put
tr-rgcther should also reqister low explanatory
values in explaining spatial disparity in inten-
sity of voting in lavour of the party.Only
tlrrice-the parliamentary elections of 1967 and
1977, and the Assembly c0ntest of 1977 -had
the combined explanatory strength of all the
six socio-cconomic coutcxts exceeded 30 per
cent: The highest explanatory strength of 36
pcrcentwas recorded tbr the 1977parliamcn-
tirry contest.

The lbregoing analysis has, nevertheless, clearly
underlined the fact that election lbr elcction
the influcnce of socio-economic factors in
spaital variation in thc intensityof electoral
support lbr the Congrcss party was signifi-
cantly highcr in respoct of the parliamcntary
contests as compared to the Assembly ones.

The only exception to this general trend had
been observed in thc parliamentary election
of 1971 vis-a-vis thc Assembly contcst of
1972 whcn the R2 value of the Assembly
election was higher (22.2 per cent) than that
lbr the parliamentary contest (15.8 per cent)
held in the previous ycar. This eception not-
withstanding, the ovcrall int'ere nce arrived at

lrom the lbrcgoing analysis is that the clcctor-
ate has applied quite dilferent sets of consid-
erations in exercising frahchise in elections to
the state Assembly vis-a-vis the parliamen-
tary contests. Thus, r:ur analysis supports the
hypothesis that owing to the seemlngly dual-
istic political structurc undcra lederal system,

clectoral prclerences ol the vcltcrs arc guided
by diflcrent sets ol'considerations in e lcc-
tions to thc state Assembly vis-a-vis the Par-

liament.

Part oI the explanation for such n dillbreutial
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percoption in voting may lie in that in the state
-levcl elcctions local issues and socio-eco-
nomic conflics arising from local and/or re-
gional complexities of ethnic group relations
tend to dominate electoral preferences in spe-
cil'ic constituencies.Such diverse little issues
and local-level conflicts tend to get lost in the
changed context ofthe larger elcctoral contest
fbr the national parliament, since a single par-
liamentary constituency may, on an average,
incorporate six to eight Assembly constitu-
ency segments.

Besides, not only are the Assembly constitu-
encies much smaller in size, the contesteants
for the Assembly seats are more often than not
dnrwn from amongst the local electorate.Owing
to this, most of the candidates-and their plus
and minus points-are known to the voting
publicso that personal likes anddislikes,and
local level conllicts generated by caste and
community dift'erences assume much greater
importance at the time of Assembly contests.

Political parties of all hues are known to adjust
thcir electoral strategies accordingly.In re-
spec-t of the parliamentary contesls, however,
evcn if the party candidate is recruited from
within the parliamentary constituency, he would
still belong to only one of the eight odd
Assembly segments comprising the electoral
battlefield and, [orthatreason, he shall not be
known to most of the voting public in the

other segments. There is, therefore, relatively
much less scope forpersonal liking and dislik-
ing and local-level caste and other ethnic
conllicts to influence voting preferences of
thc clcctorate.

Another contributing lactor leading to differ-
enccs in voting preferences between the two
scts of electoral contests is that the individual
votcr may t'eel far more personally involved in
thc clcctions to the state Assembly vis-a-vis
thc parliamentary contests in that complex-
ion of the ruling party in the statc legislature
shall largely decide the quality of day to day



70

government in his village or town.It is the

government at the state capital that controls
his daily life.The national government in New
Delhi, in comparison, is a distantly removed

entity. As such, the common voter may I'eel

TRANSACTIONS OF TFIE INSTITUTE OF INDIAN OF GEOGRAPHERS

much less personally involved in the elec-
toral process for the recruitment of represen-

tatives to the national parliament so that
voting decisions tend to be more secular in
nature.
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